




We connect companies  
and markets, science and business,  
research and application, ideas  
and opportunities.

Markets of great opportunity.

Central and Eastern Europe has become  

one of the most important foreign trade  

regions for Lower Austrian businesses. And 

this very region continues to be characterized 

by above-average growth and rising purchas-

ing power. Thus taking first steps to enter  

this very significant foreign market would 

seem to be an obvious move for Lower  

Austrian companies and in particular SMEs. 

As a market scout for Lower Austrian firms, 

ecoplus International continues to expand 

its on-site presence in foreign markets and 

continually monitors market developments 

and potential. 

Contacts of real assistance.

Lower Austrian businesses which aim to 

exploit business opportunities are provided 

access to information about the target mar-

ket and the competitive landscape as well 

as on legal and tax parameters. They receive 

helpful contacts to providers of grants and 

other financing bodies. They are shown ways 

to cut through the administrative red tape. 

And they even have the chance to enter into 

talks with potential distribution partners. 

ecoplus International consultants start 

by offering general information but also 

contacts to relevant agents and offices, 

contacts which serve to point Lower Austrian 

businesses in the right direction as they take 

their first steps into these new markets.

  

companies  & 

technology



plus

New plans for  
Europe?  
We are here – and 
there – for you. 
eco international.

service
know-how
success

plus

A head start – in writing.

This special service provided by ecoplus 

International gives your business a jump start. 

First, the compact SME Pocket Guides contain 

all the necessary information about markets, 

countries and background on other topics 

needed for successful internationalization. 

And in order to help you best position your 

business in light of the competition, we 

publish special CEE Sector Guides. For 

example, in the "Energy Efficiency" sector 

guide companies can learn how to utilize  

the enormous potential of energy-efficient 

building in the new markets. Finally, your 

plans receive maximum support in the form of 

our Funding Guidelines. The extremely diverse 

funding opportunities available in the various 

Eastern European countries are depicted here 

in an accessible and clear way. This valuable 

overview provides assistance in the early, 

planning phases of your company‘s expansion. 

plus

ecoplus International:  
your start-up address  
in the new markets.

Even in our Internet Age, establishing and 

maintaining a real on-site presence is of  

great significance. While a company is moving 

into a new market, it is particularly important 

for it to be able to concentrate on its core 

business activities and not be distracted by 

administrative red tape. Take advantage of  

the established infrastructure of the ecoplus 

International business agencies - your first 

address for business in the Eastern European 

countries. The first step is easy: use the new 

start-up centers in Budapest and Timişoara 

as a virtual office, as base for 3-day business 

trips, or even as full-time office facilities while 

establishing your company‘s market presence 

in the target country. 

One source for financial assistance. 

In addition to the national funding 

opportunities available in Austria, other 

local, comprehensive possibilities exist 

in the target countries. In order to 

bundle the ideal funding package for 

each company, ecoplus International 

accompanies Lower Austrian businesses 

each step of the way in obtaining funds: 

from providing benchmark data on 

the desired market entry to selecting 

potential financial assistance programs 

and even extending to the submission 

of applications for funding. In doing so, 

ecoplus International collaborates closely 

with funding providers as well as with 

established local financial assistance 

experts. We see to it that you receive the 

funding support you deserve. 



"We export to over 40 countries around the  
world – and continue to expand our location in  
the Waldviertel. We greatly appreciate the services  
provided by ecoplus. We share their personal  
commitment and are united in our aim to make  
a difference."

Johannes Gutmann, Sonnentor KräuterhandelsgmbH

The success  
of our clients  
is the best  
recommendation 
of all. 

"Following the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Slovakia, our products have now 
become very successful in Russia – and 
increasingly so in CIS countries. We are 
known for our innovation, high quality 
and clear positioning to our target 
group. ecoplus International continues  
to be an important partner for us."

Wolfgang Stix, STYX Naturcosmetic GmbH  

plus
Top-notch contacts  
and professional service  
from the start.

The ecoplus International advisors in Austria  

offer assistance in market selection. They also 

make market data available, and help find  

suitable cooperation and distribution partners.  

In the target markets ecoplus International  

business agencies provide on-site advice and  

support for concrete executional activities – in  

particular during the initial phases such as the 

search for business associates, the coordina- 

tion and setting of appointments with potential 

partners, authorities and providers of financial 

assistance. Cultural and language-related  

barriers can be quickly overcome.

Centrope.
Shared history, 
new outlook.

The CENTROPE region encompasses the 

federal provinces of Lower Austria, Vienna, 

Burgenland and the bordering regions of 

the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary, 

including the cities of Budweis, Brno, Györ 

and Bratislava. It is a cross-border economic 

area boasting over 16 m inhabitants within 

a radius of only 300 km. 

The unique potential of CENTROPE lies  

in its location nestled between Western 

European economic centers and the 

rapidly-growing markets of Eastern Europe. 

Thanks to EU enlargement to the East, the 

CENTROPE regions have profited greatly 

from exports and direct foreign invest-

ment and exhibit above-average economic 

growth. With their highly-motivated young 

generation, the Central and Eastern Euro-

pean markets have high market potential 

for expanding companies.  

"Our focus on Central and Eastern Europe has 
already paid off. We are presently market leader  
in the Czech Republic. And now, with the support 
of ecoplus International, we are in the process of 
capturing the Hungarian and Romanian markets. 
The ecoplus start-up centers have helped us  
establish on-site presence in a speedy and non-
bureaucratic way."

DI Martin Schlerka, Biogest Energie- und  
Wassertechnik GmbH 



eco
international

  �Information and advice on measures  

aimed at promoting internationalization  

in Lower Austria

  �Support for participation at trade fairs; 

broker for export and marketing know-how 

through qualified training and consultative 

sessions

  �Assistance in the selection of suitable  

foreign markets

  �Process consultation and development of  

an internationalization road map

  �On-site support and guidance from ecoplus 

International business agencies in Prague, 

Bratislava, Budapest, Warsaw and Timişoara 

  �Market scouts in promising markets

  �Focus on issues and sectors including  

sector monitoring and market studies

  �Information and advice on financial  

assistance opportunities in the Central and 

Eastern European target markets

  �Efficient and customized search for cooper-

ation partners, in particular distribution 

partners

  �Identification of investment projects and calls 

for bids as well as supply of relevant back-

ground information and documents

  �Support in interaction with authorities, 

providers of financial support, and financing 

institutions

  �Exploratory market excursions

  �Scheduling of appointments with business 

associates and authorities

  �Procurement of interpreters 

  �Support for company sales pools 

  �Start-up centers for the support of market 

establishment in Romania and Hungary

  �Portal for tendering and commercial  

representatives for the Eastern European 
markets to promote new business and new 

business contacts 

  �Practice-oriented publications on market 

entry in Eastern Europe: funding guidelines, 

CEE sector guide "Energy Efficiency", SME 

Pocket Guides

  �Ongoing and current information by way of 

ecoplus International newsletter and website

One source for all your service needs.
At a glance: our scope of services.
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We are your "plus" in the new markets. 

eco international.

ecoplus. The Business Agency of Lower Austria 

www.ecoplus.at

ecoplus. The Business Agency  
of Lower Austria  

ecoplus. The Business Agency of Lower Austria  

Niederösterreichring 2, Haus A 

3100 St. Pölten, Austria

Tel. +43 2742 9000-19600 

Fax +43 2742 9000-19609 

headoffice@ecoplus.at

www.loweraustria.biz

ecoplus International

1010 Vienna, Herrengasse 13, Austria

Tel. +43 2742 9000-19710

Fax +43 2742 9000-19729

internationalisierung@ecoplus.at

ecoplus International Czech Republic

Tel.  +420 221 507 340

Mobil +420 606 633 878

Fax +420 221 507 340 

office.prag@ecoplus.at

ecoplus International Slovakia

Tel. +421 2 5919-2455

Fax +421 2 5919-2477

office.bratislava@ecoplus.at

ecoplus International Hungary

Tel. +36 20 399 0237

Fax +36 12 200 983

office.budapest@ecoplus.at

ecoplus International Poland

Tel. +48 22 626 10 71

Fax +48 22 626 10 72

office.warschau@ecoplus.at

ecoplus International Romania

Tel. +40 256 22 05-55 

Fax +40 256 22 05-55

office.temeswar@ecoplus.at

www.ecoplus.at/internationalisierung

www.ecointernational.at


